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Parks, picnics and play are words of the 
summer; forgotten as we creep into 
September. The days now shorter, the 
breeze intensified and the sun more 

sensitive. There’s that dull, familiar feeling: 
Summer’s gone. 

And away go the cooling bags, writes 
Natasha Higgins, the plastic plates and the 
picnic baskets – locked up, good for nothing, 
until June next year. One possibility.

Alternatively; what would you say to a 
September picnic? Enjoying those last few 
flushes of warmth; that very distinctive  
time of year when summer meets  
autumn and the two crash and collide 
together creating unusual bursts of colour, 
teasing the senses.  

In my opinion, September gets overlooked. Granted, 
it is a busy month. School’s back on and there’s the 

familiar drone of the world’s motor cranking up all 
over again. Still, it needn’t be ‘all go’.

If you get the chance, visit the roses in 
Regent’s Park, the Italian fountains in 
Kensington Gardens, the ducks at Hampstead 
Heath or even your own back garden. Go armed 
with picnic basket, throw and jersey in hand. 
It’s the perfect opportunity to reflect on what a 
great summer it’s been.

To help you on your way this September 
and ‘picnic in style’, we’ve featured some of 
London’s best parks in our Park Life feature 
on pages 44-45. Here, we’ve picked out some 
gorgeous items to make your end of season 
picnic, a truly classy affair. Enjoy!

The perfect picnic

*Please note that prices are 
correct at time of publication

John Lewis Coastal 
Patchwork Deck Chair, 
£65 

John Lewis Recycled Wool Picnic Rug, £20 

Joules Picnic Chair, £35 

John Lewis Whales 
Children’s DeckChair £39,  

John Lewis Boats and 
Clouds Director’s Chair, 
£65

House by John Lewis Pitcher  
and Set of 4 Glasses, £15

Joules Dog Family Coolbag,  
Multi, £30

John Lewis Botanist Filled 4 
Person Backpack, £47

Needful cushions £45 each
Loaf’s gorgeous new Needful cushions 

are piece dyed and made from linen 
with contrasting blanket stitch details around the 
edge. The cushions are designed to go nicely with 
their vintage look linens that are available on their 

lovely range of sofas and beds. 
Loaf stockist details: www.loaf.com 0845 459 9937 

House by John Lewis 
6-Piece Picnic Cutlery 

Set, Multi £5

House by John Lewis  
1L Bottle, Pink £5

John Lewis Bilbao 
– lounging set (2 
armchairs, 2 footstools) 
£800; lounging table 
£150; *John Lewis 
Iron lantern £20; 
*John Lewis Victoria 
lantern – small £39, 
medium £59; *Weber 
fireplace £149; *John 
Lewis solar LED light 
jar, shown in Orange, & 
Yellow £7 each; *John 
Lewis Devon lounging 
seat £349; *John Lewis 
Washed Velvet cushion, 
Smoke £25; *Philips 
PPX2480 PicoPix pocket 
projector £269.95 (£ 
subject to change)

Below: John Lewis 
Pioneer Tiffin Box, £20 


